
December is a wonderful time of the year.  We spend time decorating and bak-
ing, sharing time with family and friends and celebrating the Holiday season.  
December is also a time of reflection: on our selves, our families and those 
that have passed on.  As family historians, we may be more sensitive to those 
we have lost because we follow our ancestors more closely.  I have reached a 
point in my life (at the half way mark) that I see those I have lost, my grand-
parents on both sides, several aunts and uncles, a few cousins...all whom I had 
relationships with and remember so vividly.  I miss them terribly but am 
thankful for the time I had and how I can share their memory with the younger 
members of my family who will never know them.  This is really part of what 
we do...we are the caretakers of our family memories and transmitters to the 
next generation.  We almost feel an obligation to do this so that our ancestors 
are not forgotten.  I think that more than ever the current generation will need 
these memories as we do not have diaries or letters as much anymore.  I have 
an aunt with whom I am so grateful.  For most of my childhood she would 
take pictures of our Christmas gatherings and because of her we have some 
amazing photographs of family members now gone.  There is some pain, but 
as time goes on, there is more joy.  How I miss my grandmothers but oh the 
memories I have of their love for me and 
their families. I can look at pictures of great 
grandparents that no longer are here, but 
whom my mother knew quite well and can 
tell me stories about.  I want to know where I 
came from.  I take great pride in ancestors 
that overcame odds to come to America and 
give me the life I now have.  And so as we 
enter the holiday season, lets remember to 
take those pictures, remember those who 
have come and gone and write down all the 
stories for the next generation. Our family 
history is so important.  Let us remain the 
keepers of our story and also do our part in 
the great human drama that is life. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Carol Gafford 
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“I will honor 
Christmas in 

my heart, and 
try to keep it 
all the year.”  

 
Charles Dickens 

A Christmas Carol 
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The December meeting of the Bristol County Chapter will be held at the New Bedford Public Library at 
613 Pleasant Street in New Bedford, MA.  The meeting will start at 1:00 PM and include a genealogical 
overview and tour of the facilities  with Paul Cyr, Curator of Special Collections at the library.  Mem-
bers will meet in the main library room at the library.  The public is invited to attend.  For more infor-
mation contact President Bob Simmons at 508-758-9207. 
The library was the second free public library established by the 
City of New Bedford in 1852. From 1856 to 1910, the library was 
located on the second floor of what is now City Hall. The current 
building is a Greek and Egyptian Revival granite structure across 
the street from City Hall. 
The library houses a fine collection of historical and genealogical 
materials as well as one of the largest collection of whaling log 
books in the world. Lining the impressive marble staircases is a 
collection of historical plaques and photographs. 
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The DECEMBER meeting of the Worcester Chapter will be held on SATURDAY, De-
cember 5 at the Auburn Public Library, Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA. This is our 
special holiday meeting – and is guaranteed to be lots of fun. So mark it on you calen-
dar today and don’t miss it!  
The room will open at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting will begin at 10 a.m. We’ll open with 
a short business meeting before turning the time over to our fun events���We’ll start by 
having members share some of the Christmas traditions of their ancestors. Come pre-
pared (if you wish) to take a few minutes to tell a story about some ethnic cultural tra-
ditions – whether it be foods your Swedish ancestors always ate on Christmas Eve (you 
could even bring a sample if you wanted!), songs your German ancestors sang, or the 
preparations your Italian ancestors had to get ready for the holidays. You might include 
traditions your family followed when you were younger or tell how your family today 
keeps some of these traditions alive! You are welcome to bring visuals or anything else 
to bring the story alive. To allow as many people as possible to share, we will keep the 
stories to a few minutes each. 
 
The second half of the meeting will be our traditional Yankee gift swap. All who want 
to participate (you are still welcome to come to the meeting even if you choose not to 
participate in the gift exchange) should bring a wrapped genealogy related gift in the 
$12 to $15 range. Each participant will draw a number to determine the order. The first 
person chooses one of the gifts from the table and opens it. After this, each person in 
order can either choose and unwrap another gift from the table – or take someone else’s 
gift. It’s lots of fun – so don’t miss out! 
 
Finally, keep in mind that our January meeting will NOT be the first Saturday of the 
month because of the holidays. Instead, it has been moved to Saturday, January 9. It 
will still be at 10 a.m. at the Auburn public library.  
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Join us on December 12 at the Marlborough Li-
brary from 1:30-4:00 to hear      Michael Brophy 
speak about "Four Essential Databases". The lec-
ture will be     devoted to presenting the most 
popular and useful features of popular and       
reputable databases: 
www.newenglandancestors.org, 
www.familysearch.org, 
www.genealogybank.com, and 
 www.cyndislist.com. 
 
Michael Brophy is a professional genealogical researcher, columnist and lecturer 
in the Boston area. He is Publicity Director of the Massachusetts Genealogical 
Council and past Treasurer of the New England of Association of Professional Ge-
nealogists. He holds an MBA degree from Suffolk University and a BBA from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
 
The Marlborough Library is located at 35 West Main St. in Marlborough.  Note 
that the entrance is off Witherbee St and not Main St. (Rte 20).  The parking lot is 
small, but street parking is available on Witherbee St.   For more information 
please contact Lori Lyn Price at 781-570-2072 or pricegenealogy@gmail.com.  

At each NERGC conference the Donna Holt Siemiatkoski Award is given to an indi-
vidual who has provided outstanding volunteer service to the New England Regional 
Genealogical Conference or its member, and as such to the field of genealogy, over 
and above the job to which they were elected or appointed to do.  The 2009 award 
winner is Mr. Thomas Howard, president of NERGC.   
 
Established in 2001, the award is named in honor of Donna Holt Siemiatkoski, a foun-
der of the Descendants of the Founders of Ancient Windsor and its first President.  
She was also the newsletter editor, program chairperson, and representative to the 
New England Regional Genealogical Conference for most of DFAW's history. 
 
Tom is a retired high school teacher and part time professional genealogist. He has 
taught genealogy classes and lectured at regional and national genealogical confer-
ences and to local genealogical and historical societies. He is Past President of the 
Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council and is President of NERGC. He is a 
Governor of the Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Co-Chaired NERGC’s Hart-
ford Conference in April 2007, and member of CSG, APG, NEHGS, Ct.A. and nu-
merous other genealogical or historical organizations. He is a former president of 
the East Granby Historical Society and past president of the East Granby Land 
Trust. 
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“A merry 

Christmas to 
everybody! A 
happy New 

Year to all the 
world!” 
Charles Dickens 



Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – 2010 

 
Your MSOG, Inc. membership will end on December 31, 2009.  Please take the time to renew now.  We look for-
ward to seeing you in the coming year. 
 

Send your completed application and your check, made payable to MSOG, Inc. to your chapter treasurer. 
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[_]  Bristol County:  Gail Gosson, 40 Rounseville Ave., Somerset, MA 02726 

[_]  Martha’s Vineyard: Ann Bassett, Box 6, West Tisbury, MA 02575 

[_]  Merrimack Valley:----Start up--Provisional 

[_]  Middlesex County:  Barbara Boudreau, 501 Lexington St., #26, Waltham, MA 02452 

[_]  Worcester County:  Ginger Carter, 41 Colton Lane, Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1818 

[_]  Organization: Genevieve De Haan, 50 Mendon Road, Whitinsville, MA 01588-1626 
 

" -------------- " -------------- " -------------- " --------------" --------------" 
 

M.S.O.G., Inc.  
P. O.  Box 215, Ashland, MA 01721-0215 

2010 -- RENEWAL/INFORMATION CHANGE -- 2010 

 

Date:  ___________________________ Membership #  _____________________________ 

 

Your Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_____________________________ State _________ Zip Code +4 _________________ 

 
Telephone #  ________________________________________________________________ 

Area Code 

E-Mail  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Indicate your choice of membership for year 2010: 

      [_] Individual-$25.00     [_] Family-$30.00     [_] Organization-$25.00 

 

Chapter:  (Please indicate your choice of Chapter affiliation.) 

[_] Bristol County     [_] Martha’s Vineyard       [_] Organization 

            [_] Merrimack Valley        [_] Worcester County 

  [_] Middlesex County   

 



HELP!!! 

Dust off those photo albums! 

 
As Archivist/Historian for Massachusetts Society of Genealogists (MSOG), I am requesting your 
help in preparing for our various activities which are being planned to celebrate the 35th Anni-
versary of MSOG. 

 
We are requesting that anyone who might have pictures or news articles, which are pertinent to 
the history of MSOG through these 35 years, and would be willing to share with us, to pull out 
some of those old pictures and articles. 

 
You can share this memorabilia with all of our members through the various activities which 
will be planned for 2010. If you have items that you wish to share it would also be helpful if you 
were able to provide background information  such as names, dates, places and any other infor-
mation that you feel is pertinent to the history of the item. 

 

There are several ways that you can get these items to me: 

 
You can scan into your computer and print out copies which you can send to me through U.S. 

Mail to: 

Elaine Benjamin 

P.O. Box 343 

Barre, MA 01005 

 

You can scan them into your computer and email them to me at eb343@charter.net. 

You can send the originals to me to scan/copy after which I will return them to you promptly. 

You can email me at eb343@charter.net and I will arrange to pick them up at your convenience. 
 

 

 

 

 
���������	
��
�� �

�����������  

 
There are many wonderful activities that will be planned to celebrate Massachusetts So-
ciety of Genealogists 35th Anniversary during the year of 2010.   

We hope you will be part of our celebration! 
 
After being used for celebration activities or presentations, these pictures or articles will 
then be permanently placed in the archives of MSOG to add to our history. 



Each month we will be highlighting a genealogical organization that may help re-
searchers in their family history quest.  This month we will be introducing the Italian 
Genealogical Society of America located in Peabody. MA.  The mission of the society 
is to “promote Italian genealogy through research, writing, lecturing and instruc-
tion.    The Society strives to promote more work in these areas, offer better access to 
genealogical materials on the civil and parochial levels, en-
courage preservation of genealogical and historical materials, 
and foster a greater awareness and positive action in the field 
of Italian genealogy, all of which in both America and Italy.” 

For further information, check out the website at 
www.italianroots.org 

MSOG is now on Facebook. In less than two weeks 
37 friends and members have joined us.  There are 
lots of photos of both the October annual meeting in 
Framingham and the Middlesex November Chapter 
meeting in Acton.  Dialog with members, check out 
the pictures, rsvp to chapter events, and use the Face-
book site to enrich your society membership.  Please 
join us on Facebook. 
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As you spend some time at the computer this month, take a visit to a neat genealogy 
blog called  GenealogyBlog.  This is one great blog with much information regarding 
all things genealogical.  This blog, by Leland and Patti Meitzler has articles from all 
over the genealogy world.  The Meitzlers are no strangers to genealogy.  Genealogy-
Blog.com is now a full-time job,  and Leland & Patty also have a small publishing 
company called Family Roots Publishing, which specializes in the publication and mar-
keting of genealogy guidebooks. Leland and Patty have been sponsoring the Salt Lake 
Christmas Tour since 1985. The twenty-fifth annual tour will take place December 6 

through 12, 2009.   Take a look at their website and some of the 
recent articles which includes everything from adoptee-birth par-
ent reunions to finding ones mayflower ancesters on onegreatfam-
ily.org 
Is there a blog that you have found with a wealth of information or 
family historians and genealogists?  Share it with us and we will 
pass it forward.   
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“There's more, much 
more, to Christmas 
than candlelight and 
cheer; It's the spirit 
of sweet friendship 
That brightens all 

year. It's 
thoughtfulness and 
kindness, It's hope 
reborn again, For 

peace, for 
understanding, And 

for goodwill to 
men!”  
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“I will honor 
Christmas in 
my heart, and 
try to keep it 

all year.”  
Charles Dickens, 

A Christmas Carol 

THE LUTHER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

Special Thanks to George Luther for this interesting information. 

 

The Luther Family Association  (LFA) was organized at a large family reunion in Swansea July 4, 
1936, by distant cousins Leslie L. and Claire F. Luther.  This event was in celebration of the 350th 
birthday of Samuel Luther, son of the family's founder, immigrant Captain John Luther (who arrived 
at Boston between 1630 and 1635 from Dorset, England).  That reunion was followed by another in 
1940 celebrating the 350th birthday of Hezekiah Luther, Capt. John's second son.   In 1986 the LFA 
was reorganized by cousins George A. and Harold F. Luther at the First Baptist Church of Swansey, 
the church Elder Samuel led for 33 years.  Luther reunions have been held there every five years 
since, with always a large turnout by cousins from almost every state.  Two large genealogies have 
been published by the LFA which are on display at many public libraries, and a quarterly Luther 
Family Newsletter has been published since 1986.  A monument in the garden of the Luther Store 
and Museum at Luthers Corners, Swansea Center, pays tribute to Capt. John Luther and his descen-
dants. 

 

CAPTAIN JOHN LUTHER, AMERICAN IMMIGRANT        

Our earlier genealogists, Joseph Gardner Luther (1837-1925) of Swansea, Claire Franklin Luther 
(1866-1938) of Amherst, MA, Sylvester Martin Luther (1838-1920) of Garretsville, OH, and Leslie 
Leon Luther (1886-1976) of Moravia, NY, spent a combined total of 214 years identifying the first 
person bearing our name to emigrate to America and researching his line of descent to the present.  
This was Captain John Luther who arrived at Boston between 1630-35, we believe from Dorset 
County England.  On arrival John married Elizabeth Turner(?) and they soon joined a group led by a 
40 year old English spinster named Elizabeth Pole (Poole) driving their herds from Dorchester to the 
Wampanoag village of Teticut twenty five miles south.  In 1637 the Elizabeth Pole Company bought 
the village from the great sachem Massasoit and renamed it Taunton, for the English birthplace of 
Ms. Pole.    

Capt. John and Elizabeth, soon with two sons, Samuel (1636-1716) and Hezekiah (1640-1723), by 
1642 departed Taunton and were in Gloucester, with property on the bay.  But by 1644 the family is 
found in Boston with Capt. John assigned by a Trading Company to venture to Delaware Bay, there 
to exchange Boston goods for skins and hides.  An account in Winthrop's Journal tells of Capt. John 
successfully finishing the trades in the spring of 1645 and preparing to return to Boston.  A tribe of 
Indians boarded the ship to make a final trade and "drew out hatchets from under their coats, and 
killed the master and three others".  Capt. John's 8 year old son, Samuel, part of the ship's crew, was 
held captive by the Indians for several months until Delaware's governor ransomed him and returned 
the lad to his mother in Boston.    

In 1667 when a group of men from Rehoboth sought to find a place to exercise the Baptist faith un-
der their mentor, Rev. John Myles, they chose the site of today's Swansea; brothers Samuel and 
Hezekiah Luther were among the founders.  Plymouth Colony agreed to allow this Baptist village to 
be chartered as such - the first in New England.  Rev. John Myles preached until his death in 1683 
when Elder Samuel Luther was ordained.  He led the church until his death in 1716.  Both Samuel 
and Hezekiah served Swansea in administrative roles many years and fought to protect the town 
during King Philip's War. 

  

George Luther, Genealogist 

Luther Family Association 

2027 Spyglass Court 

Lakeland, Florida 33810-6737 

luthergen@juno.com 



PANSA, JOSEPHINE L. (BRUNO), 90, of Bristol, died Tuesday, November 3, 
2009. She was the beloved wife Andrew A. Pansa for 63 years. 
 
Born in Bristol, she was the daughter of the late Frank and      
Assunta (Santillo) Bruno. Josephine graduated from Bristol's 
Colt High School in 1936 and Johnson and Wales Business 
School in 1938. Upon graduation she taught shorthand and     
typing there for four years working with Miss Johnson. She 
then worked at U.S. Rubber in Bristol for several years 
prior to her marriage. Fulfilling her life long dream, when 
her children were older, she returned to school and earned a 
BA degree in education and history with honors from the University of Rhode Is-
land in 1973. She served as a substitute teacher in the Bristol and Tiverton school 
systems for eight years. 
Josephine was very active in her church and community. At Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church in Bristol she served as a CCD teacher, secretary of the Rosary 
and Alter Society and a member of the annual OLMC 16th of July Feast Commit-
tee. She was Regent of the Hope Circle, Daughters of Isabella and served as 
Chancellor of the State Circle of the Daughters of Isabella. She was a member of 
the annual Columban Fathers Bazaar Committee, the Nocturnal Adoration Soci-
ety, and the East Bay First Friday Club. For ten years at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
School she provided weekly instruction in Italian for elementary school children. 
Josephine served for fifteen years as a docent at the Haffenreffer Museum of An-
thropology and was treasurer of the Bayberry Garden Club, was a member of the 
Bristol Historical and Preservation Society and the Friends of Linden Place. In 
1992 Josephine was named 'Citizen of the Year' by the Sons of Italy, DaVinci 
Lodge. In 1997, she and her husband served as the Chief Marshal for the Mt. Car-
mel July 16th Feast. 
In addition to her husband, she was the beloved mother of Thomas P. Pansa and 
his wife Patti of San Jose, CA, Andrew S. Pansa of Bristol, and Leonard F. Pansa 
and his wife Nancy of East Longmeadow, MA, cherished grandmother of Re-
becca Gill, Travis and Heather Shoaf, and Jennifer, Drew and Emily Pansa and 
great grandmother of Aiden Gill and Christopher and Morgan Shoaf. She leaves 
behind one sister, Dottie Campagna of Bristol, as well as many nieces and neph-
ews. She was predeceased in addition to her parents by brother Anthony Bruno 
and sisters Grace Sousa and Pauline DeSantis.  
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Josephine L. Pansa 
11/03/2009�

To everything 
there is a season, 
a time for every 
purpose under 
the sun. 
A time to be born 
and a time to die. 
 
ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
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Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. 

State Officers & Board of Directors 2009 - 2010 
  

President    Patricia M. Stano-Carpenter    msog1@yahoo.com 

Vice President    Connie Reik                      conchetta2@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary  Karen Trearchis                   dktrearchis@comcast.net 

Acting Treasurer   Jeff Carpenter   carstano@comcast.net                                            

Chapter—Bristol   Robert A. Simmons, Sr., President 508-758-9207                               

Chapter – Middlesex    Walt Howe, President  walt@walthowe.com 

Chapter – Worcester  Patricia A. McGrath, President  patnbrian@charter.net 

Corresponding Secretary  Robert J. Bartlett                            bob_bart@verizon.net 

Historian/Archivist  Elaine H. Benjamin  eb343@charter.net 

MASSOG Editor   George D. Martin                             massogeditor@aol.com 

Membership Secretary  Genevieve De Haan  masog99@ymail.com 

Past Times Editor  Carol A Gafford                        pasttimesnews@gmail.com            

 Committees                                                  Delegates 
 

     Bylaws:  John Lance   FGS (Federal Genealogical Society) 

     Research:  Charlene Sokal          Connie Reik 

     35th Anniversary:  Carol Gafford MGC (Massachusetts Genealogical Council) 

     Website:  Hope Tillman          Alexandra Stocker 

     NERGC (N.E. Regional Genealogical Conference) 

             Patricia L. Odiorne & Sally Wadman 

Chapter Treasurers 

Bristol:  Membership/Treasurer, Gaile Gosson 

 40 Rounseville Ave., Somerset, MA 02726  ggosson1@aol.com  

Middlesex: Treasurer, Barbara Boudreau 

 501 Lexington St., #26, Waltham, MA 02452-3036 bfboud@theworld.com 

Worcester: Treasurer, Ginger Carter  

               41 Colton Lane, Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1818  zookabug@aol.com 

MVI:   Ann Bassett    Box 6, West Tisbury, MA   02575 
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The next issue of Past Times will be the January 
2010 issue. Deadline for submissions on chapter 
meetings and any other articles of interest are 
requested by Sunday December 6th or earlier if 
possible. Please send items to Carol Gafford at:  
 

pastimesnews@gmail.com  
 

or if you don’t have e-mail, send to:  

 

Carol Gafford,  
Swansea Public Library,  

69 Main Street 
Swansea, MA 02777 
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We’re on the web! 
www.massog.org  

Genealogy 
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Do you have an idea for a col-

umn or article?  Please consider 
writing something for our    

newsletter.  This is a team effort 
and we are an organization filled 

with people who have a lot of    
information regarding genealogy 
and family history.  So don’t be 

shy.  Let us know what you think 
of the newsletter and how we can 

make it better.  If there is an 
event coming up that we are not 

aware of please contact the    
editor and we will make sure to 

spread the word!   

.  
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Welcome New Members  
 
Bristol-Lorraine Roberts, Maureen Murphy, Alden L. Shores, Judith 
A. McNamara 
 
Middlesex-Beverly Wood, Robert G. White, Shirley Chipman, Char-
lene Goddard Lyle, Janice Murphy, Sally Burnett Pomeroy, Deborah 
L. Stewart, Martha Sullivan 
 
Worcester-Michael Schneider, Suellen Beeman, James Dunton, John 
& Jane Gorman, Marilyn O’Brien, Kate Lowrie, James M. & Jane V. 
Soltis, Cynthia A DellaPenna  
 
Please don’t forget to renew your membership for 2010.   
Members that have signed up for 2010 are as follows: 
 
Bristol 7, Martha’s Vineyard 11, Merrimack Valley 5, Middlesex 37, 
Worcester 57, Organizations 2  
 

We welcome you and wish you the best of luck.  Thanks very much 
for joining us and happy family history/genealogy searching. 

 


