
February is a wonderful month.  We celebrate love, football, and Mardi Gras.  

We start to plan our gardens in hopes of Spring.  We have a bit more time for 
reading and knitting and sharing special moments with family and friends.  
The one constant in our lives is that they are ever changing and that change 
creates memories.  Those memories become the history we pass down .  Our 
Family History.  This is what we are all about.  As family historians and gene-
alogists we treasure the experiences that become memories, that become sto-
ries, that become the ties that bind.  I have a wonderful story from a distant 
cousin about my great grandmother, Euphremie Pelletier Martineau.  My 
grandfather lost his mother when he was four.  His father was left with 5 
young children and a busy farm to work.  His mother came down from Canada 
to help with the children.  One Sunday he came home to find the kids locked 
in the basement.  His mother always went to church on Sunday and I guess it 
was the safest way to keep the kids from harm.  My great grandfather knew 
that it was time he found a new wife and very shortly thereafter, with the help 
of a parish priest, he indeed found his second wife to take over the household 
duties and child raising.  Euphremie returned to Canada.  Thatôs a story we 
will share for some time.  Think about the memories you are making now 
when you share in the February festivities.  An engagement, a shared meal, a 

rousing partyéthreads in the tapestry of life.  ...Editor, Carol Gafford 

 

For life, with all it yields of joy and woe,  
And hope and fear (believe the aged friend),  

Is just our chance o' the prize of learning love -  

How love might be, hath been indeed, and is.    

Robert Browning 
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Middlesex ChapterñFebruary 13, 2010 

Join us on February 13 at the Waltham Public Library from 1:30-4:00 for a very interesting talk! Bar-
bara Fay Boudreau will be speaking on researching and writing her article, Florence ñTanyaò Cubitt 
Majaik Leuenberger: From Nudist to Dancer in Michigan, Illinois, California, and Mexico", which won 
the Massachusetts Society of Genealogists 2008 Family History Writing Contest. Her article is available 
in the Spring 2009 issue of Massog available on msoginc.org. 
 
Barbara is a computer consultant based in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. She creates computer comfort for small 
businesses and teaches computer applications and infor-
mation literacy to adult college students. After fourteen 
years of research, she hasnôt determined whether her Irish 
or Lithuanian forebears are more elusive. Barbara is a 
member of the National Genealogical Society, the Massa-
chusetts Society of Genealogists, and the Connecticut 
Society of Genealogists. 
 
The Waltham Public Library is located at 735 Main St. in 
Waltham. For more information, please contact Lori Lyn 

Price at 781-570-2072 or pricegenealogy@gmail.com.  

Worcester ChapterñFebruary 6, 2010 

The February meeting of the Worcester Chapter will be held on SATURDAY, Febru-

ary 6, at the Auburn Public Library, Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA.   

  

The room will open at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting will begin at 10 a.m. This month 

Worcester Chapter will present Don Nelson who will talk on ñWriting a Biography: 

óTo the Stars over Rough Roads.ô ò   

 

Don Nelson, "Writing a Biography: 'To the Stars over Rough Roads'" 

A research physicist at Bell Labs for twenty-eight years, Don Nelson has had a distin-

guished scientific career that has included basic research, teaching at Michigan, 

Southern Cal, Princeton, and Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Don switched gears 

when he retired in 2000 and began to focus primarily on history and genealogy. Ex-

ploring over a thousand family letters and extensive archival material, Don has recre-

ated the fascinating 19th century life of his maternal grandfather Andrew Atchison, 

the subject of To the Stars over Rough Road. Don is currently a member of the 

Worcester chapter of MSOG. 

Take away 
love and our 

earth is a 
tomb.   

~Robert Browning  

http://msoginc.org
mailto:pricegenealogy@gmail.com
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The February meeting of the Bristol County Chapter will be held at 
the Somerset Public Library, 1464 County Road, Somerset, MA.  
The meeting will start at 1:00 PM.   For more information, please 

contact Bob Simmons at 508-758-9207. 

 

Join us April 6 -10, 2011, in Springfield, for the 

11th New England Regional Genealogical Conference! 

Call For Papers! 

Lecture proposals are now being accepted for the 11th New England Regional Ge-
nealogical Conference to be held 6-10 April 2011 in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
The deadline for submission of proposals is 1 March 2010. Lecture proposals may 
be submitted at any time prior to that date by email or regular mail to the addresses 

listed below. 

 

Submissions may be mailed or emailed to 

the program chair at the following address 

on or before 1 March 2010:  

     - Allison L. Ryall - NERGC 2011 - 32 

Arundel Road - Raymond, ME 04071 

     - allison@allisonryall.com (Please put 

NERGC 2011 in the subject line) 
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Bristol County ChapterñFebruary 20, 2010 

NERGC News  

Loving is not 
just looking at 
each other, it's 
looking in the  

same direction. 
  ~Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry, Wind, Sand, 
and Stars, 1939 

Marthaõs Vineyard ChapterñFebruary 10, 2010 

The Marthaôs Vineyard Island Chapter will meet next on Wednesday, February 
10th at 7:00 PM at the Family History Center in Vineyard Haven. The topic for last 
monthôs meeting was genealogical software and many of those attending shared 
their experiences with various programs and their current preferences. Hopefully it 
was educational for those who have not yet decided whether this method of record 

keeping will work for them. 

Februaryôs meeting will be a Workshop. There will be pairings of more experi-
enced researchers with members new to genealogy and also an opportunity for all 

of those attending to interact, solicit advice and share progress reports. 

.  For further information contact Marna Waller at catbird10@verizon.net 



Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ï 2010  

Your MSOG, Inc. membership will end on December 31, 2009.  Please take the time to renew 

now.  We look forward to seeing you in the coming year.  

Send your completed application and your check, made payable to MSOG, Inc. to your chapter 

treasurer. 

Chapter Membership or Treasurers 
[_]  Bristol County:  Gail Gosson, 40 Rounseville Ave., Somerset, MA 02726 

[_]  Marthaôs Vineyard: Ann Bassett, Box 6, West Tisbury, MA 02575 

[_]  Merrimack Valley:----Start upðProvisional-Genevieve De Haan  

[_]  Middlesex County:  Barbara Boudreau, 501 Lexington St., #26, Waltham, MA 02452 

[_]  Worcester County:  Ginger Carter, 41 Colton Lane, Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1818  

[_]  Organization: Genevieve De Haan, 50 Mendon Road, Whitinsville, MA 01588-1626  

"  -------------- "  -------------- "  -------------- "  --------------"  --------------"   

M.S.O.G., Inc.  

P. O.  Box 215, Ashland, MA 01721-0215 

2010 -- RENEWAL/INFORMATION CHANGE -- 2010  

Date:  ___________________________ Membership #  _____________________________  

¶ Your Name  ________________________________________________________________ 

¶   

Address  ___________________________________________________________________ 

¶   

City_____________________________ State _________ Zip Code +4 _________________ 

¶   

Telephone #  

________________________________________________________________ 
Area Code 

¶ E-Mail  ____________________________________________________________________ 

¶   

Indicate your choice of membership for year 2010:  

      [_] Individual-$25.00     [_] Family-$30.00     [_] Organization-$25.00  

¶ Chapter:  (Please indicate your choice of Chapter affiliation.) 

[_] Bristol County     [_] Marthaôs Vineyard       [_] Organization 

                  [_] Merrimack Valley        [_] Worcester County 

     [_] Middlesex County    

¶ Please indicate your choice of method to receive MASSOG Journal Past Times 

¶ MASSOG Journal  [_] Mail    [_] Electronically  [_] Send no copy 

¶ Past Times  [_] Electronically   [_] Mail/Add $7.95 to dues   [_] Send no copy 

Make checks payable to MSOG, Inc. 



HELP!!!  

Dust off those photo albums! 

 

As Archivist/Historian for Massachusetts Society of Genealogists (MSOG), I am requesting your 

help in preparing for our various activities which are being planned to celebrate the 35th Anni-

versary of MSOG. 

 

We are requesting that anyone who might have pictures or news articles, which are pertinent to 

the history of MSOG through these 35 years, and would be willing to share with us, to pull out 

some of those old pictures and articles. 

 

You can share this memorabilia with all of our members through the various activities which 

will be planned for 2010. If you have items that you wish to share it would also be helpful if you 

were able to provide background information  such as names, dates, places and any other infor-

mation that you feel is pertinent to the history of the item. 

 

There are several ways that you can get these items to me: 

 

You can scan into your computer and print out copies which you can send to me through U.S. 

Mail to: 

Elaine Benjamin 

P.O. Box 343 

Barre, MA 01005 

 

You can scan them into your computer and email them to me at eb343@charter.net. 

You can send the originals to me to scan/copy after which I will return them to you promptly. 

You can email me at eb343@charter.net and I will arrange to pick them up at your convenience. 

 

 

 

 

 

35th Anniversary  

1975 - 2010   

 

There are many wonderful activities that will be planned to celebrate Massachusetts So-

ciety of Genealogists 35th Anniversary during the year of 2010.   

We hope you will be part of our celebration! 

 

After being used for celebration activities or presentations, these pictures or articles will 

then be permanently placed in the archives of MSOG to add to our history. 

mailto:eb343@charter.net
mailto:eb343@charter.net


Family History Day at sponsored by Ancestry.com and NEGHS. 

February 20, 2010  

 8:00 AM 

Westin Copley Place, Boston, Massachusetts 

NEHGS and Ancestry.com are pleased to invite you to a one-of-a-kind event. Join us 

on Saturday, February 20 at the Westin Copley Place, Boston, for a day-long seminar. 

You can attend talks on a variety of topics, access expert staff with private consulta-

tions, see Web demonstrations, tips, and research tricks, and much more. Be sure to 

bring your family papers too, as Ancestry.com will offer a FREE document scanning 

station. Be sure to register today to save your spot. The entire day is priced at just $30, 

and that includes FREE PARKING at the Westin Copley Place. 
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Massachusetts Archives Free Workshops 

 

Tuesday, February 9 - Massachusetts Legislative Records. 

10:00 AM ï noon.  

 

Massachusetts Legislative Records: Massachusetts' legislative 
records span over 350 years. From the files of the colonial Gen-
eral Court (1629-1780) to more recent petitions, bills, and re-
ports on topics such as taxes, voting rights, and education, these 
records hold a wealth of in-
formation. This workshop 
will discuss the best ways to 
access legislative records, 
whether you are researching 
a law, a municipality, a sub-

ject, or an individual.  

 

Upcoming Events 

NARA Northeast 

Genealogy Workshops 

 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010  African-American and 

Under Documented Populations 2:00 PM 

Wed, February 17, 
2010  Genealogy for 

Kids (Gr. 3-8 and chap-

erones)  10:00 AM  

 

Past Times Deadline 
The next issue of Past Times will be the March 2010 issue. 
Deadline for submissions on chapter meetings and any other 
articles of interest are requested by Sunday February 14 or  ear-

lier if possible. Please send items to Carol Gafford at:  

pastimesnews@gmail.com  

or if you donôt have e-mail, send to:  

Carol Gafford,  

Swansea Public Library,  

69 Main Street 

Swansea, MA 02777 


