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New Members       8 

L-R:  Diane Kriscenski, John Kriscenski, 
Susan Bradford, Barbara Boudreau, A. Gibbs 
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We look 
forward to 
seeing you 

here! 

The next  meeting of the Worcester Chapter will be held on TUESDAY, November 7 at the  

Auburn Public Library, Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA.   The room will open at 6:30 P.M., 
and the meeting will begin at 7  P.M. This month’s speaker is Lisa Remiszewski who will talk 
on “What My Mother Left to Me (or something like that), sharing of the ‘gift’ Lisa’s mom let to 
her and how we can leave such a treasure to those we love!  
 

Lisa Remiszewski is a teacher  who spoke at the Worcester Public Library conference in May 
2009.  She held her audience spell-bound with her sharing and was IMMEDIATELY asked to 
speak to the Worcester Chapter this year!  Hopefully what she has to share will keep us all busy 
through the upcoming winter months (and longer)! 
The Auburn Public Library is located at 369 Southbridge Street, Acton.   For more information, 
or directions contact the library at 508-832-7790,  
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The Bristol County Chapter of the Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc., will meet at the 
Somerset Public Library  on Saturday, November 21, 2009, at 1:00 PM.   The public is invited to 
attend and refreshments will be served. There will be a genealogy roundtable and discussion of 
local lore along with updates on the  recent Annual Meeting, upcoming programs and events.  The 
Somerset Public Library has access to Ancestry.com and Bristol Chapter will be utilizing this at 
the meeting.  For more information, contact Carol Gafford at 508-674-9609. 

Join us on November 14 at the Acton Library from 1:30-4:00 to hear Marian Pierre-Louis talk 
about "Deeds and Probate: A Powerful Combination". Learn how to use the records of the Reg-
istry of Deeds and Probate Court to further your genealogical research. Deed and probate re-
cords can help resolve brick walls as well as add breadth to your ancestor's personal story. 

 
Marian Pierre-Louis is a House Historian and Genealogical Lecturer who specializes in southern 
New England research. She frequently speaks at conferences, societies and libraries on New 
England topics ranging from house history research, African American research and a broad 
range of genealogical topics. Marian is the Publicity Chairperson for the New England Regional 
Genealogical Conference (NERGC) and a member of the Membership Committee for the Asso-
ciation of Professional Genealogists (APG).   
The Acton Library is located at 486 Main Street in Acton. For more information please contact 
Lori Lyn Price at pricegenealogy@gmail.com or 781-570-2072. 
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The MVI Chapter of the Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc., will meet  on Wednesday, 
November 18, 2009, at 7:30 PM for their inaugural meeting.   Meeting place TBA.  
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Check out the MSOG website!  Many roads now lead to the Massachusetts Society of Genealogists 
website.  We now have the following addresses in addition to 
http://www.massachusettssocietyofgenealogists.org; 

http://www,massog.org 

http://www.msoginc.org 

We hope this makes it easier for you to get to our website.  There is a lot there to look at. 

 

·         A calendar of events for all chapters 

·         Pages for each of the Chapters to describe their programs 

·         The most recent issues of Past Times available for all 

·         The most recent issues of MASSOG available for members in the Members Only section.   
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What a 
wonderful way 
to get ready for 
spending those 

cold winter 
nights building 
YOUR family 

tree. 

The Bristol Chapter of the Massachusetts Society of 
Genealogists will hold a free two hour workshop and 
tour of the Dighton Public Library's Genealogy and 
Local History Resources on Saturday November 7, 
2009 beginning at 11:00 AM.  This workshop will 
provide sufficient information to get started in gene-
alogy and family history.  To sign up and for more 
information contact that library at 508-669-6421 or 
visit www.dightonlibrary.com 
The Worcester  Chapter of the Massachusetts Society 
of Genealogists, we will be sponsoring a Beginner 
Genealogy class at the Southborough Public Library, 25 Main Street, Southborough, MA 
(508-485-5031) on Saturday, November 14 starting at 9:30 a.m. People must call the library 
to register for the class which is free, but the library reserves the right to place town resi-
dents first on the registration list depending on their space restric-
tions.  This course will show students how to begin researching 
their family tree and filling in the branches.It will include gather-

ing, organizing, re-
cording, and document-
ing data. Students will 
learn to conduct oral 
interviews; search 
through primary and 
secondary sources, such 
as vital, census, land, 
probate, military, and 
immigration records, as 
well as compiled genealogies; use the computer 
and the internet to find and record family infor-

mation; and analyze the accumulated data. Plan on bringing your own ‘ brown-bag’ lunch as 
there will only be a half-hour break that will include an informal ‘question/answer’ session. 
This will be an interesting and fun-filled opportunity with handouts and charts to help you 
begin this exciting and addictive hobby. 

MARK YOUR  
CALENDARS : 

 

BEGINNING  

GENEALOGY 

WORKSHOPS 

 

NOVEMBER 7 

NOVEMBER 14 
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The Bristol Chapter held their October meeting at the Freetown Histori-
cal Society. Members spent a lovely Fall day walking the grounds of this 
impressive museum preserving the early history of a New England town. 
Freetown, one of the oldest communities in the United States, was     
settled by the Pilgrims and their descendants in the latter half of the 17th 
century. The town once included the city of Fall River (1659–1803), and 
a portion of Acushnet (1659–1815). The Freetown Historical Society 
Museum in Assonet is a treasure trove of artifacts and information     
relating to the history of the town and surrounding area.  The chapter 
meeting was held in the spacious meeting room at the museum which 
also includes a genealogical library, three floors of artifacts including a 
miniature house collection, rare restored automobiles and a nice         
collection of working radios and stereos. Complete rooms have been 
preserved and give a view of life in an earlier time.  Several buildings on 
the property show visitors how life in Freetown once was, including a 
small church, a saw mill, a one room school house, blacksmith shop, a 
carriage shop with several authentic carriages and a country store.   
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Pat Stano-Carpenter met with Cecily Greenaway at Vineyard Haven Public Library, 
(VPHL), Tisbury, MA to make arrangements about presenting Getting Into Geneal-
ogy (GIG).  It was during those preparations that they talked about developing a 
MSOG chapter on the Island.   GIG was presented on July 10, 2009 and Pat came 
back very excited with three members for the proposed new Vineyard chapter -- 
Linda M Smith, George & Jo Kiesewetter.  Cecily sent her application soon there-
after. 
     In August, Pat went on a tour of the town halls and court house in Tisbury and 
Edgartown.  It was in Edgartown that she was introduced to Marna Waller who was 
excited to learn that a MSOG chapter was being developed on the Island.  Marna 
provided additional names of people who would be interested and those people pro-
vided names as well. 
     On September 13th, John E. & Diane (Starkey) Kriscenski sent their application.  
There were now six members in less than two months time.   
     By late September, the die had been cast and a meeting was set for October 17th.  

Pat (President), Jeff Carpenter (Acting Treasurer), and Genevieve De Haan 
(Membership) met with those who were interested in starting a MSOG chapter.  
They were greeted with a great audience.  You could sense their excitement from 
the very beginning and that something wonderful was about to begin.  A new 
Chapter was about to be born.  
     I now quote Pat Stano-Carpenter, “We were so excited to see the enthusiasm and 
then being part of the complete "take-over" by the newly developed MSOG-
Martha's Vineyard Island Chapter that we felt the MVI is in the best of hands and 
will be a raging success.”   
     A petition to form an MSOG chapter was signed and an organizational meeting 
was held.  The following people were voted into office: 

o 6�������
>��-��8�����0-����1�4�����  
o .����6�������
>��-����(����/�����
��  
o �����	���>��6�
������(������  
o -�� �������'����
���>��)���9����

  
o '����
���>��(	���-������  

Others at the meeting were as follows Wendy de Geofroy, Cecily Greenaway, 
George Kiesewetter, Linda M Smith, and Brenda Welch.  They as well as Carolyn 
Edmunds, Robin Hyde, Jo Kiesewetter, Diane Kriscenski, and John Kriscenski 
were signers of the petition. 
     The petition was sent to the MSOG Board of Directors and accepted on October 
24, 2009 when it was announced to those at the annual meeting that we have a new 
MSOG chapter. 
     Martha’s Vineyard Island Chapter’s first official meeting will be on Wednesday, 

November 18, 2009, at 7:30 P.M. at VHPL. 
     Congratulations to all of you from all of us at MSOG.   

We wish you the best of luck 
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“The 
beginning is 
the most 
important part 
of the work.”  
 

Plato 
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Massachusetts Society of Genealogists, Inc. 

State Officers & Board of Directors 2009 - 2010 
  

President    Patricia M. Stano-Carpenter    msog1@yahoo.com 

Vice President    Connie Reik                      conchetta2@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary  Karen Trearchis                   dktrearchis@comcast.net 

Acting Treasurer   Jeff Carpenter   carstano@comcast.net                                            

Chapter—Bristol   Robert A. Simmons, Sr., President 508-758-9207                               

Chapter – Middlesex    Walt Howe, President  walt@walthowe.com 

Chapter – Worcester  Patricia A. McGrath, President  patnbrian@charter.net 

Corresponding Secretary  Robert J. Bartlett                            bob_bart@verizon.net 

Historian/Archivist  Elaine H. Benjamin  eb343@charter.net 

MASSOG Editor   George D. Martin                             massogeditor@aol.com 

Membership Secretary  Genevieve De Haan  masog99@ymail.com 

Past Times Editor  Carol A Gafford                        pasttimesnews@gmail.com  

Webmaster                         Hope Tillman                                   webmaster@                
                                                                          massachusettssocietyofgenealogists.org 

 Committees                                                  Delegates 
 

     Bylaws:  John Lance   FGS (Federal Genealogical Society) 

     Research:  Charlene Sokal          Connie Reik 

     35th Anniversary:  Carol Gafford MGC (Massachusetts Genealogical Council) 

     Website:  Hope Tillman          Alexandra Stocker 

     NERGC (N.E. Regional Genealogical Conference) 

             Sally Wadman 

Chapter Treasurers 
 

Bristol:  Membership/Treasurer, Gail Gosson 

 40 Rounseville Ave., Somerset, MA 02726  ggosson1@aol.com  

Middlesex: Treasurer, Barbara Boudreau 

 501 Lexington St., #26, Waltham, MA 02452-3036 bfboud@theworld.com 

Worcester: Treasurer, Ginger Carter  

               41 Colton Lane, Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1818  zookabug@aol.com 
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The next issue of Past Times will be the       
December 2009 issue. Deadline for  submis-
sions on chapter meetings and any other articles 
of interest are requested by Saturday November 
14 or earlier if possible. Please send items to 
Carol Gafford at:  
 

pastimesnews@gmail.com  
 

or if you don’t have e-mail, send to:  

 

Carol Gafford,  
Swansea Public Library,  

69 Main Street 
Swansea, MA 02777 

����	/����	4�����������	/����	4�����������	/����	4�����������	/����	4�������	 			

� 	 � & � � � �

' � � � ( � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �

� � � ) � � � ' � � � � 	 �

We’re on the web! 
www.massachusettssociety 

ofgenealogists.org  

/��	3����	����	
Do you have an idea for a column 
or article?  Please consider writ-
ing something for our newsletter.  
This is a team effort and we are 

an organization filled with people 
who have a lot of information  

regarding genealogy and family 
history.  So don’t be shy.  If there 
is an event coming up that we are 
not aware of please contact the 
editor and we will make sure to 

spread the word!   

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! November Is Family Literacy Month 
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Bristol-Gail Gosson, Bette Ann Kile, Alden L. Hart, Cheryl L. 
Schofield, Kathleen Rubano, John E. Krusta, Virginia & Christine 
Levesque, Ronald Potter, Judith Roderiques 
Middlesex-Patricia Magione, Lori Lyn Price, Alfred & Beverly Borz, 
Virginia Wright, Robin C. Mason, Janine Penifield, Alexandra 
Stocker, Richard Wright, Robert Ward, Julie Michutka, Elixabeth 
Perry, James Doane, David Robertson, Sarah Brow-Hill, Jill A. Brow, 
Marianne Zammuto, Michael Schneider  

Worcester-Katherine Ayers, Nancy Roy, Jeffrey Mills, Diane  
Remillard, Carol Purinton, Karen Hartman, Cathryn Oles, Martin 
Booth Tracy, Paula G Bundock, Carol A. St John, Brian S. Lingard, 
Ellen E. Onorato, Margot V. Thompson, Diana J. Dillon, David   
Mc Tigue, Jeanne Samples, Denise R. Driscoll 
Martha’s Vineyard is starting a new Chapter-Linda M. Smith, 
George & Jo Kiesewetter, Cecily Greenaway, John E. & Diane 
(Starkey) Kriscenski  

Merrimack Valley is starting a new Chapter-Frances Nilsson 
 

Good luck and welcome.  Thanks very much for joining us and happy 
family history/genealogy searching.     
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